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Our overall aim is to graduate knowledgeable,
confident and globally-minded communicators
who are motivated to continue their English-
learning journeys and to make a meaningful
contribution to society.

Specific aims for Writing and Grammar:
Students will become proficient writers of both
academic and creative essays, culminating in a
2000-word research paper written in the 6th
Year. Particular attention will be paid to
academic writing conventions such as citations,
referencing and the need to avoid plagiarism.

Specific aims for Reading and vocabulary:
Students will improve their vocabulary knowledge
and refine their reading skills by studying a
variety of novels and non-fiction works typically
read by students of the same age in English-
speaking countries. Sixth year students will study
Shakespeare.

Specific aims for Speaking and listening:
Students will become confident English speakers.
They will be able to make professional
presentations and participate in debates on
increasingly complex subjects. Sixth year
students will participate in the Model United
Nations, deepening their understanding of
international issues.

Although this academic year has presented us with significant challenges due to the Covid-19 pandemic, we
feel that disruption to the normal curriculum has been kept to a minimum due to everyone's efforts to switch to
online learning. Indeed, students and teachers alike have learned many new skills which it is hoped will be of
benefit as we gradually revert back to normality.

Among the Alpha teachers, a wide range of online classes were offered during the school closure from April to
September and again during the hybrid timetable we ran in Term 3. Online classes broadly fell into three main
categories:

I') Live online lessons using software such as Zoom and Google Meet (approximately 20% of lessons)

2) Pre-recorded "on demand" lessons that made use of Powerpoint, Google Slides, and various programs such
as Google Forms and Google Docs to check students' understanding (approximately 50% of all lessons)

3) The use of the Google Classroom portal to leave written instructions for students to proceed with their
studies at home (approximately 30% of all lessons)

Alpha teachers found that Google Classroom was very user-friendly. Live lessons were generally more
successful in the senior high rather than in the junior high, but even the junior high students became used to
this style of class as the year progressed. It was even commented on that some of the quieter students in class
performed better online than they do in normal lessons!

A major development in 2020-21 was the merging of the separate Writing and Speaking courses into a single
course containing both elements in Years | and 2. This has increased the amount of time spent on writing, which
we feel has been of great benefit to the students.

As we find every year, the majority of graduating Alpha students have reached the desired level of English.
This is confirmed by the results of external exams such as TOEFL and contests such as the Keio Academic
Writing Contest and a variety of speech contests. In recent years, a growing number of students are enrolling in
the PEARL, Double Degree and GIGA programs at Keio University, enabling them to further develop their
foreign language skills.

The Alpha curriculum is under
continuous review and we are
constantly looking for new materials
to enrich the learning experience of
our students.

Particular areas of focus for 2021 -
22 will be:

a) To ensure that we continue make
the best use of ICT and online
learning platforms to complement
what takes place in school.

b) To further raise awareness of
the real-world issues that our
students will face in the future.

The arrival of the first cohort of Keio
Yokohama Shotobu students in 2019 brought
with it a number of challenges and
opportunities for the English department. We
now feel we have successfully implemented a
challenging and coherent curriculum at the
junior high level that addresses the needs of
our highly diverse student intake. The
medium-term challenge will now be to ensure
that this is continued into the senior high
school from 2022 onwards.
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