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Our overall aim is to graduate knowledgeable
responsible, confident and globally-minded
communicators who are motivated to continue their
English-learning journeys and to make a
meaningful contribution to society.

Specific aims for Writing and Grammar: Students
will become proficient writers of both academic
and creative essays, culminating in a 2000-word
research paper written in the 6th Year.
Particular attention will be paid to academic
writing conventions such as citations,
referencing and the need to avoid plagiarism.

Specific aims for Reading and vocabulary:
Students will improve their vocabulary knowledge
and refine their reading skills by studying a
variety of novels and non-fiction works typically
read by students of the same age in English-
speaking countries. Sixth year students will
study Shakespeare.

Specific aims for Speaking and listening:
Students will become confident English speakers.
They will be able to make professional
presentations and participate in debates on
increasingly complex subjects. Sixth year
students will participate in the Model United
Nations, deepening their understanding of
international issues.

Although there has been less disruption to classes this year due to the Covid-19 pandemic, we have found
that the ICT skills acquired by both teachers and students last year have had a lasting influence, and many of
our teachers are continuing to take advantage of the capabilities of Google Classroom to blend in-class and
at-home learning in a more coherent way. Some examples include:

|) Sending messages and setting tasks for individual students who have had to stay at home due to Covid-19

2) Asking students to upload recordings of speeches done at home during longer holiday periods

3) Using Google Docs to facilitate the editing and redrafting of essays

4) Conducting hybrid Zoom/in-class when large numbers of students are absent due to Covid 19

Content and Language Integrated Learning (CLIL) has always been a characteristic of the Alpha English
curriculum at SFC, and as one of our central aims is to graduate globally-minded, responsible students, there
has always been a focus on studying global issues in a way that encourages our students to think critically
about the issues that they will face as members of Society 5.0. In recent years, the SDGs have proved to be a
useful framework for this purpose, and the following are examples of work done by Alpha students that focuses
on the SDGs:

) Year | SLWG. Speech topics focused on Goal 3 (Good Health and Well-Being), 4 (Quality of Education) and
I3 (Climate Action). In addition, several TED Talks that focused on topics related to the SDGs were studied
e.g. the talk by UN Patron of the Oceans, Lewis Pugh, which focused on Goal |4 (Life Below Water).

2) Year 3 RV. Goals 3 (Good Health and Well-being), 4 (Quality Education), 5 (Gender Equality), and 6 (Clean
Water and Sanitation) were frequently addressed in the study of the novel A/ndred, by Octavia E. Butler. Goals
|6 (Peace, Justice and Strong Institutions), 5 (Gender Equality) 4 (Quality of Education) and 8 (Decent Work &
Economic Growth) were addressed in the study of the novel 7o Ai// a Mockingbird by Harper Lee.

3) Year 4 SL. Students gave persuasive speeches in which they had to choose a problem that fell under the
SDGs, propose a solution, and persuade their audience to take action on it.

4) Year 6 MUN. Students play the role of UN ambassadors for the duration of the course. The SDGs are studied
in detail, and students make presentations focusing on which of the Goals are most relevant to the countries
they are representing. We also discuss the SDGs in the context of Japan, and students are asked to write short
essays in which they discuss which Goals they feel Japan is doing well and not so well on. Finally, the course
concludes with an in-school conference in which all members of Year 6 Alpha work together to write a mock UN
resolution on a global topic of concern. This year the topic was Universal Secondary Education for All, and
Goal 4 (Quality of Education) was a major focus of the day.

5) Year 6 Discussion and Debate elective class. Each debate is based on a theme, many of which are directly
| inked to the SDGs, with debaters often making reference to the SDGs in order to strengthen their arguments
Some examples include:

Goal | (No Poverty) THBT the government should give more medical and financial support to the elderly
Goal 5 (Gender Equality) T7HW make companies hire as many women as men.
Goal 7 (Affordable and Clean Energy) 7HBT all cars should be changed to electric cars

As we find every year, the majority of graduating Alpha students have reached the desired level of English
This is confirmed by the results of external exams such as TOEFL and contests such as the Keio Academic
Writing Contest and a variety of speech contests. In recent years, a growing number of students are enrolling
in the PEARL, Double Degree and GIGA programs at Keio University, enabling them to further develop their
foreign language skills

The Alpha curriculum is under
continuous review and we are
constantly looking for new materials
to enrich the learning experience of
our students.

Particular areas of focus for 2022-
23 will be:

a) To focus on grammatical accuracy
in the written work of the weaker
Alpha students

b) To ensure that we continue to
make the best use of ICT and online
learning platforms to complement what
takes place in school.

c) To further raise awareness of
the real-world issues that our
students will face in the future.

The arrival of the first cohort of Keio
Yokohama Shotobu students in 2019 brought
with it a number of challenges and
opportunities for the English department. We
now feel we have successfully implemented a
challenging and coherent curriculum at the
junior high level that addresses the needs
of our highly diverse student intake. The
first cohort of Shotobu students will move
up to senior high school in April 2022, so
our medium-term aim is to ensure that an
equally challenging and coherent curriculum
is developed to suit their needs.
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